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E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EIND, PBOR, NO SV 

SUB J : SPITZBERGEN CONTINENTAL SHELF 

REF: STATE 41019 

1. AN EMBASSY OFFICER DISCUSSED THE QUESTIONS POSED IN 
REFTEL WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY ARCTIC EXPERT VENNEMOE . 

VENNEMOE' S REACTION WAS THAT THE CLAIMS EXISITING ON OR 
PRIOR TO FEBRUARY 9, 1920 WERE CLAIMS TO LAND, OR TO 
MINERAL RIGHTS AS SUCH. THERE WERE VARIOUS TERRITORIAL 
CLAIMS IN EXISTENCE WHEN THE SPITZBERGEN TREATY WAS SIGNED 
WHICH WERE RECOGNIZED AS VALID UNDER THE PROCEDURES LAID DOWN 
IN ARTICLE 6 AND THE ANNEX OF THE TREATY. BUT VENNEMOE 
DISTINGUISHED SUCH " TREATY CLAIMS" FROM SUBSEQUENTLY FILED 
" MINING CLAIMS". (COMMENT: UNDER ARTICLE 1(9) OF THE 
ANNEX, CONFIRMATION OF THE TITLE OF PRE- 1920 CLAIMANTS 
TO LAND WAS MADE SUBJECT TO THE SUBSEQUENT MINING REGULATIONS— 

1. E., THE 1925 MINING CODE FOR SPITZBERGEN. THE LATTER 
SEVERELY LIMITS THE LAND OWNER' S MINERAL RIGHTS.) 

2. VENNEMOE NOTED THAT CLAIMS SPECIFICALLY FOR THE RIGHT 

TO EXPLORE AND/ OR EXPLOIT MINERAL DEPSOITS WERE NOT POSSIBLE 
UNDER NORWEGIAN LAW BEFORE THE PROMULGATION OF THE 
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MINING CODE FOR SPITZBERGEN IN 1925. IN FACT, VENNEMOE 
BELIEVES THE OLDEST GAS AND OIL CLAIMS DATE BACK NO 
FURTHER THAN THE MID- 1940' S. 

3. DEPARTMENT PLEASE REPEAT AS DESIRED. 

CROWE 
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